RY Scuti, la binaria de eclipse de 11 días de período, caracterizada, en su espectro, por presentar líneas de [Fe III], ha sido reinvestigada en base a material espectrográfico obtenido en Chile, en el Observatorio Europeo Austral y en el Observatorio Interamericano de Cerro Tololo, que cubre las regiones 3400-5150Å y 5700-6700Å. Fueron también analizadas observaciones en el ultravioleta obtenidas con el satélite IUE. El espectro de RY Sct es muy complejo y peculiar, y está caracterizado por varios conjuntos de líneas de emisión y de absorción. Entre las emisiones, aparece un grupo de líneas que son características de las nebulosas planetarias. El sistema está formado por una componente B0V y una compañera que parece rodeada por una envoltura opaca que emite en He II λ4686. En la envoltura circumbinaria podemos distinguir: (a) una región de radiación diluida animada de una velocidad de ∼ −178 km s −1 ; (b) regiones donde se originan las líneas de resonancia de Si IV y C IV en el ultravioleta, con velocidades de −1200 y −600 km s −1 ; (c) regiones que dan origen al "espectro nebular" y sugieren la existencia de una triple nebulosidad que rodea al sistema y está caracterizada por un valor de N e probablemente mayor que 10 4 cm −3 , un valor de T e ∼ 15-20,000 K y velocidades de −18, +9 y +48 km s −1 , respectivamente.
. Its spectrum was classified as 'O9.7 Ibpe var.' by Walborn (1982) . It is listed in Vol. III of the 'General Catalogue of Variable Stars' (Kholopov et al. 1987) as having visual magnitude 9.12 at maximum light, with eclipse depths A 1 = 0.60 mag and A 2 = 0.44 mag, respectively, and with the indication that the light curve varies in shape. Ciatti et al. (1980) found that the eclipses are partial, that the primary eclipse is an occultation, and that i = 75
• . Earlier, O'Connell (1949) had reported that the width of the primary eclipse is larger than that of the secondary eclipse, the ratio of the widths being 1.76, and that the secondary eclipse is not midway between the deeper minima but that t 1 − t 2 − P/2 = 0.11. For this reason, RY Sct has been listed among the systems that are candidates for displaying apsidal motion (Semeniuk 1968; Hegadiis 1969) , although more recent photoelectric observations do not confirm O'Connell's findings (cf. Kumsiachvili 1985; Zakirov 1985) .
The light of RY Sct is polarized and there is a considerable increase in intrinsic polarization during eclipse (Shakhovskoi 1965; Zellner & Serkowski 1972) .
RY Sct is located in the galactic plane, and Banaczkowski & Dworak (1988) believe that the object is one of the most distant eclipsing binaries known in the Galaxy, at a distance of the order of 5000 pc.
Infrared observations of RY Sct have been performed in the 0.5-22 µm interval and the list of references through 1986 may be found in the 'Catalogue of Infrared Observations' (Gezari et al. 1987 ). The observations indicate that the object is strongly reddened, making it the supergiant of earliest spectral type that shows the presence of dust formation, the infrared excess having the characteristics usually attributed to emission by silicate grains (Grasdalen et al. 1979 ). RY Sct is also an IRAS source (IRAS Catalogs and Atlases 1988) , with IRAS fluxes of 44.28 Jy at 12 µm, 22.84 Jy at 25 µm, 22.80 Jy at 60 µm, and 1034.86 Jy at 100 µm, the last figure being an upper limit. RY Sct was detected by the Einstein satellite as an X-ray source in the 0.2-3.5 keV energy range; the upper flux limit being log(L X /erg s −1 ) < 32.92 (cf. Chlebowski et al. 1989) . Hughes & Woodsworth (1973) found that RY Sct is a radio source that seems to be of thermal nature (cf. Purton et al. 1982) . Further radio observations have been reported with the VLA at 6 cm (Florkowski 1990, private communication) and with the Nancy telescope at 21 cm (Kazés 1982, private communication) . However, as far as we know, these observations have not been published.
Belserene (1982, private communication) carried out a thorough analysis of the photometric observations of RY Sct available at the time, including those from the Harvard plate collection, and found that the period of the binary is "more nearly constant than had been thought". She has suggested the constant-period ephemeris T 0 = JD2443342.456 + 11.124646 n days (1) for the computation of the times of primary eclipse, which we have used throughout the paper.
From the spectroscopic point of view, RY Sct has, for a long time, attracted much interest because its spectrum is characterized by the predominance of emission features, some of which are due to [Fe III] , as identified by Edlén & Swings (1939) . The first attempt to determine orbital elements is due to Popper (1943) , who was able to derive, from the measurements of the Si IV 4088 absorption line, a value for the mass function of 16.7 solar masses. Popper also suggested that the total mass of the system is well in excess of 100 solar masses.
A number of descriptions of the spectrum have been published in the past, concluding that there is absorption associated with some of the emission, but there was no certainty as to whether absorption lines from the secondary component were really detected. Cowley & Hutchings (1976) , on the other hand, adopted the interpretation that the Hγ, Hβ, He I 4471 and some of the other He I lines contain absorption components from both stars. They discussed several possible values of the parameters of the system and noted the very high Balmer emission decrement in the spectrum of the object.
An analysis of the optical and radio spectrum of RY Sct led King & Jameson (1979) to the conclusion that the system probably consists of a B0V primary transferring mass to a hot (∼ O5.6V) secondary. The system has been observed in the ultraviolet with the IUE satellite and a description of the spectrum, based on frames taken near secondary minimum, was published by Sahade et al. (1984) .
NEW SPECTROGRAPHIC OBSERVATIONS
In view of the importance and the complexity of the RY Sct system, and in order to try to reach a better understanding of it, in 1981 a group of astronomers in the former USSR (M. B. Babaev, A. M. Cherepaschuk, M. I. Kumsiasvili, M. Yu. Skul'sky, and M. M. Zakirov) with the participation of R M. West, initiated a coordinated campaign for the observation of the object using a variety of different techniques. Later, J. Sahade, who was planning to observe RY Sct from the Cerro Tololo Interamerican Observatory, joined in, as well as E. A. Antokhina, V. V. Golovaty, V. G. Karentinov, and L. I. Snezhko. The then USSR astronomers have already published a number of papers reporting on their results (see, e.g., Bull. Abastumani Astrophysical Observatory, vol. 58, 1985) . In particular, calibrated tracings of twelve ESO spectra, obtained by R. M. West in 1981 (see below) , were used by M. Yu. Skul'sky for a preliminary study (Skul'sky 1985) , resulting in a provisional value for the mass ratio (M 1 /M 2 = 0.3) which was used by Antokhina & Cherepashchuk (1988) , in connection with the photometric data from Ciatti et al. (1980) , Kumsiasvili (1985) , and Zakirov (1985) , to derive photometric elements, in particular i = 84.
• 6. Golovaty & Skul'sky (1990) also used the above mentioned ESA spectra, supplemented by 27Å mm −1 spectra from the sixmeter BTA telescope in the former USSR, to study the physical characteristics of the nebular envelope around RY Sct.
The present investigation is based on a new, complete set of ground-based and IUE spectra, the former with higher resolution and better phase coverage than had been attained earlier. They were obtained by two of us (R. M. West and J. Sahade) at the European Southern Observatory, on Cerro La Silla, in Chile, with the coudé spectrograph attached to the 152 cm reflector, yielding dispersions of about 12Å mm −1 (22 spectra) and about 20Å mm −1 (2 spectra), and by one of us (J. Sahade) at the Cerro Tololo Interamerican Observatory with a coudé spectrograph attached to the 152 cm reflector and giving dispersions of ∼ 9Å mm −1 in the blue and ∼ 18Å mm −1 in the red (9 spectra) and ∼ 18Å mm −1 in the blue and ∼ 36Å mm −1 in the red (3 spectra). The spectra cover the regions 3400-5150Å and 5700-6700Å.
All spectra were scanned on the PDS measuring machine at the ESO headquarters and reduced by means of the HIAP image processing system installed there. A 10 × 10 µm slit was used and the photometric calibration was made by means of spot sensitometer marks (Tololo) or sensitometric spectra from the echelec facility (ESO). The wavelength scale was established by means of the Fe arc comparison spectra, the mean r.m.s. being ∼ 0.2Å. The observing log is given in Table 1 ; the different columns containing: (a) the identification of the spectra on the ESO and CTIO archives; (b) the Heliocentric Julian Dates of mid-exposure (HJD); (c) the corresponding orbital phase derived from equation (1); (d) the exposure time in minutes; (e) the spectral range used for the present investigation; f) the S/N ratio as measured in two regions (4030-4060Å and 4650-4675Å) where only few lines are present; and (g) the running number when the spectra are arranged according to phase.
Ten IUE spectra in the low dispersion, large aperture mode, were obtained by one of us (R. West) at the ESA VILSPA ground station. They were supplemented by 8 spectra from the IUE archives that were originally taken by S. Sobieski, J. Sahade and A. Michalitsianos, also in the low dispersion, large aperture mode. In total, we had at our disposal 8 images taken with the SWP camera (1165-2125Å) and 10 images from the LWR camera (1845-3230Å).
THE ULTRAVIOLET SPECTRUM
According to Sahade et al. (1984) , the ultraviolet (IUE ) spectrum of RY Sct corresponds to an object with T e = 30, 000 K (spectral type B0) and log g = 4.0. The line identifications by these authors are, in general, confirmed, the most important addition referring to the presence of N V in emission; on some of the spectra, these lines appear to have P Cyg-type profiles. This is certainly the case for the resonance lines of Si IV and C IV, where the P Cyg absorptions indicate velocities of −1200 and −600 km s −1 , respectively. A careful examination of the SWP spectra did not reveal any changes with phase. As for the LWR spectra, they are noisy and do not allow us to ascertain whether the Mg II feature at 2800Å is actually absent at primary eclipse, as they would seem to suggest. Table 2 contains the updated list of line identifications in the IUE wavelength range.
THE PHOTOGRAPHIC SPECTRUM
The spectrum of RY Sct is rich in lines, very complex and unusually peculiar. It is characterized by the presence of emission as well as absorption features that blend together, making the derivation of orbital radial velocities from them extremely difficult. Table 3 lists the elements with a couple of relevant comments. 
a At least up to H24, probably up to the Balmer limit.
b He II only as a broad emission at λ 4686Å.
The Emission Spectrum
Four major systems can be distinguished in the emission spectrum:
( In what follows we will refer to these lines as the E1 emission system.
(b) A set of broad hydrogen emissions (E2) (cf. Fig. 2 , redward of the emission referred to in (a)), apparently part of broad P Cyg profile.
(c) A broad, rather faint emission at 4560Å (E3) (Fig. 3) , so far unidentified, present in symbiotic and other emission-line objects (cf. Meinel, Aveni & Stockton 1968) (d) A broad emission of He II 4686 (E4) (Fig. 4) .
4.1.1. The E1 Emission System (cf . Table 4) The E1 emission system comprises threee distinct velocity components in Hα (Fig. 5 ) and in Hβ (Fig. 6 ). The components in Hα, found by means of iterative Gaussian profile-fitting, have velocities +46.4, +6.8 and −16.0 km s −1 , respectively. In Hβ, the corresponding velocities are +48.9, +11.2 and −18.3 km s −1 . In neither of these lines could a good fit be obtained with two Gaussians only, and the near-perfect three-component fits make the presence of further components unlikely. In Hγ (Fig. 7) , the three components are still there, but it was possible to separate the two most violet ones only if their velocities were assumed equal to the mean of those measured at Hα and Hβ. If we designate the three components as a, b and c, in order of decreasing velocity, their mean equivalent widths, inÅ and their mean velocity V in km s −1 , are as given in Table 6 . Most of the remaining strong, relatively narrow emission lines appear double. The mean values of the radial velocities from the two components are +48.4 ± 1.0 km s −1 (32 lines) and +3.9 ± 1.4 km s −1
(32 lines), respectively, indicating that the shortward component is actually a blend of the two violet components (b and c) that are definitely present in the first members of the Balmer series. The E1 emissions do not appear to vary in velocity with the phase of the orbital motion. The equivalent widths of the nebular lines and the radial velocities of the components, measured on the mean spectrum, are also listed in Table 4 . The total equivalent widths agree reasonably well with those of Golovaty & Skul'sky (1990) Gurzadyan 1969 , Osterbrock 1989 , Eissner et al. 1969 , Seaton & Osterbrock 1957 , Nussbaumer 1971 . However, in our material the [O II] pair is faint and the reality of the feature at 3729Å is doubtful. As a result, from the present material one can only say that N e is most probably greater than 10 4 cm −3 and that T e ∼ 15, 000-20,000 K.
On the other hand, the Balmer decrement is steeper in RY Sct than in planetary nebulae and, as a consequence, the plot of log[F (Hγ)/F (Hβ)] versus log[F (Hα)/F (Hβ)] falls outside the theoretical predictions as well as outside the empirical distribution of values for planetary nebulae that are shown in Barker (1974 Table 5 . 
The E2 Emission System (cf. Table 4)
The broad E2 emission system that can be seen in Figs. 5 and 6 does not appear to display significant variations in velocity with phase.
The E3 Emission System
As can be seen in Fig. 3 , the velocity of the broad emission at about 4560Å appears to follow the same trend as Si IV 4088 ( § 4.2.2) and H9 ( § 4.2.1), but with a smaller amplitude, of the order of −67 km s −1 . It should be noted that the feature is bordered and certainly affected by the absorptions of Si III 4552 Fig. 7 . The Hγ line profile in the spectrum of RY Sct where the two most violet components (1 and 2) that are detected at Hα and Hβ, cannot be distinguished separately in this case. The ordinate scale is arbitrary, and the figures on the abscissae areÅ. and of Si III 4567. The apparent shift of λ4560Å might, therefore, be thought to be the result of the shifts of these absorptions. Indeed, Skul'sky (1985) based his original solution of the orbital elements on the apparent shift of the Si III line, which may arise in the two components of the system. The central part of the 4650Å emission profile, which is unaffected by the absorption lines, clearly moves, but because of the low S/N ratio and the shallowness of the feature, both the Gaussian fitting and the crosscorrelation techniques gave rather divergent values.
The E4 Emission System
Cross-correlation of the individual spectra against the mean spectrum in the spectral interval 4670-4700Å as well as the alignment of the spectra in order of phase (Fig. 4) , strongly suggest that the gaseous mass that produces the He II 4686Å emission line moves with the secondary star of the system, if we choose to call "secondary" the star that is in front at principal eclipse. The amplitude is of the order of 150 km s −1 , that is, significantly smaller than that of Si IV 4088, in agreement with the finding of Cowling & Hutchings (1976) .
The Absorption Spectrum
In the absorption spectrum, it is possible to distinguish:
(a) A set of H and He I lines which has a total width of 500-600 km s −1 (cf. Fig. 10 ). The He I lines, which are present throughout the entire spectrum, and the H lines are always distorted by superimposed emission and narrow absorptions, as may be visualized in Fig. 10 in the case of Hδ; in what follows these will be referred to as the A1 absorption system.
(b) A set (A2) of much narrower lines, 250-300 km s −1 in total width, as measured in the case of Si IV 4088 (Fig. 11) , displayed by the rest of the elements present in the spectrum (cf. Table 4) .
(c) Strong, narrow absorption features (A3) that are located to the violet of a narrow, strong emission at about λ3890Å (Fig. 12) .
(d) Strong interstellar features (A4), some of which are also very broad, their wavelengths being listed in Table 7 . The Si III profiles at 4552.7Å must be somewhat distorted by a broad emission that appears to move together with the absorption but with smaller amplitude (cf. Fig. 13 ). 
The A1 Absorption System
Because of the complex line profiles and low S/N ratio, it is impossible to directly measure meaningful orbital radial velocities from any of the broad stellar absorptions in the spectrum of RY Sct. Therefore, we decided to attempt the determination of a velocity curve by the application of the cross-correlation method to the spectral region where the distortion of the lines appear to be the smallest, i.e., to the 3730-3845Å interval. This spectral region contains four Balmer lines (H9-H12) and one helium line (He I 3820) that are strong, as well as some much weaker lines of different ions. After truncation of this spectral region, each of the spectra was cross-correlated against the same region in the averages of the spectra taken at phases 0.104 and 0.116 (spectra numbers 4 and 5 in Table 1 ), and also against the average of the spectra taken at phases 0.200 and 0.207 (spectra numbers 9 and 10 in Table 1 ). However, this approach did not lead to any reliable determination of the shifts, probably because the lines at the violet end of the region are relatively weaker and because in He I 3820 the E1 emission is comparatively strong. H9 would remain as the only line suitable for radial velocity measurement, although the profile does not appear to be simple.
The A2 Absorption System
It might be thought that the A2 lines are actually the same as the A1 lines and that the difference in total width is only the result of a blending effect, perhaps with broad emissions. However, this cannot be so-if it were, then these lines, e.g., Si IV 4088, would have a total width of over 700 km s −1 . This would, in any case, make them different from the A1 features.
The reality of the presence of two sets of absorption lines that behave differently, in what concerns both the velocity and the width, is clearly illustrated in Fig. 11 ; during the second half of the orbital cycle, the N III 4103 absorption displays a longward shift similar to that of Si IV 4088, and it is definitely larger than that of Hδ.
Among the A2 lines, we select Si IV 4088 for measurement, i.e., the same line that Popper (1943) used to determine the velocity curve of the primary component of the system. This was done by fitting the individual spectra with suitable Gaussian profiles; the radial velocities thus derived are also presented in Table 8. 4.2.3. The A3 Absorption System (Fig. 12) The spectral profile near λ3888-90 displays the strong E1 emission as well as two strong, deep absorptions. The most violet-displaced absorption should obviously be identified with He I 3889; and this identification yields a velocity of −178 km s −1 . As for the less violet-displaced feature that corresponds to a wavelength of 3888Å it must be due to H8 with some He I blending.
The A4 Absorption System and the Distance to RY Sct
The interstellar lines were identified and measured in the less noisy, mean spectrum of RY Sct, and are listed in Table 7 together with their equivalent widths and radial velocities. The average velocity from five interstellar lines is −1.8 ± 1.34 km s −1 . The H and K lines of Ca II display an additional, relatively weak, component at +71 km s −1 . The measured equivalent width of the strongest interstellar Ca II-K component, EW = 0.61Å when inserted into Evans (1941) relation, gives the distance d = 1.8 kpc. Moreover, the strengths of the D lines of Na I yield (cf. Scheffler 1982) a distance of 2.2 kpc. We, therefore, conclude that RY Sct is at a distance of ∼ 2 kpc, which implies an absolute magnitude M V = −2.4 for the system.
The derived value for the distance of RY Sct is in reasonable agreement with the value of 1.6 kpc derived by Milano et al. (1981) on the basis of the star's color excess. Moreover, Zakirov (1985) , from photoelectric photometry, concludes that RY Sct is a member of the Ser OB I association, the distance of which is given as d = 1.5 kpc by Lindoff (1968) .
All the above mentioned conclusions regarding the distance of RY Sct definitely rule out Banaczkowski & Dworak's figure of 5 kpc for the actual distance of RY Sct. The results from He II 4686 suggest, as the alignment of the spectra had already done (Fig. 4) , and as mentioned in § 4.1.4, that this emission arises in a thick envelope that surrounds the star, which is in front at primary eclipse and partakes of its orbital motion. This feature cannot be interpreted in any other way because of the profile displayed as well as because of the velocities involved. Therefore, the He II 4686 line provides information regarding the orbit of the secondary component of the system. Note, however, that Fig. 4 suggests that the violet side of the line is distorted by a neighboring absorption line and, therefore, the actual value of the velocities could be somewhat larger than those in Table 8 .
The existence of some kind of disk around the secondary component of the system indicates that in all probability it is the star that we call the primary component that is losing mass in the system of RY Sct.
We now describe the absorption lines that undergo velocity variations in phase with the orbital motion of the primary component, i.e., the A2 and A1 absorption systems.
The A2 set of lines appears to show no distortion of any kind at any phase, while the A1 set of lines, represented by H9, are broader and yield very large negative velocities in the phase interval 0.094-0.131. These large approach velocities may be interpreted as arising in a mass of gas streaming from the primary component towards the companion, as is the case in many interacting binaries (cf. β Lyrae, for instance). It would be natural to think that Si IV 4088 and the similarly behaved lines (A2) arise in the photosphere of the primary star and reflect the motion on its orbit around the center of gravity of the system. This is supported by the fact that the relevant lines have the relative intensities that correspond to a B0 star.
The H9 line gives a velocity curve with a much smaller amplitude than Si IV, but this is a common, though not yet completely understood, feature in systems whose velocity curves are derived from spectral lines arising in the matter of the gaseous envelope. The above considerations suggest that the orbital elements of the RY Sct system should be derived from a simultaneous solution of the velocities of Si IV 4088 and of He II 4686 (Table 8 ). This was carried out with the use of the Lehmann-Filhés method and the resulting orbital parameters are listed in Table 9 and illustrated in Fig. 13 . With i = 84.
• 6 (cf. § 2), we obtain masses of about 10 M for the primary B0 star and 36 M for the companion. The Table 8 . Fig. 13 suggests that phase 0 in Belserene's photometric elements does not correspond to actual conjunction.
In conclusion-and summarizing the paper-we can say that RY Sct is an interacting binary formed by a B0 primary of 10 M and a secondary of ∼ 36 M , which is surrounded by a thick envelope or disk that emits in He II 4686. The rotational velocity of the B0 star is of the order of 120-150 km s −1 . The system is caught when the star that is losing mass is already the less massive component, that is, after the mass-ratio reversal has taken place.
The system is embedded in an extended envelope where we can distinguish the following layers:
(a) A region dominated by the gaseous material streaming out from the B0 component, where the H and He I absorption lines originate.
(b) A region where the broad emission at 4560 A originates.
(c) A region of diluted radiation that moves with a velocity of nearly −180 km s (e) A triple nebulosity with an electron density of the order of 10 4 cm −3 or perhaps even larger, and velocities of −18, +9 and +48 km s −1 . The observational evidence seems to support the idea that we are dealing with a sort of protoplanetary nebula that may be an (early?) episode in the rapid mass loss stage, and the question is open as to whether the RY Sct system is in its second episode of mass loss.
In regard to the lines that indicate dilution effect, we may say that, according to Struve & Wurm's (1938) figures, the diluted layer where the strong and narrow absorption of He I 3889 originates is probably located at a distance of more than 5 stellar radii from the star's centre. This layer is moving away from the system at a velocity of about −180 km s −1 , and its density is probably not higher than 10 11 cm −3 or so. As for the triple nebulosity suggested by the narrow, strong E1 emissions, we are certainly dealing with a low excitation, low density nebula because of the presence of He I in the spectrum, because of the derived value of N e (cf. 4.1.1), and because of the steepness of the Balmer decrement (cf. Miyamoto 1952) . The three nebular layers move with velocities of +48, +9 and −18 km s −1 , respectively ( § 4.1.1). In planetary nebulae it is common to find multiple shell structures (e.g., Chu 1989) . However, the question regarding the order in which the three nebulosities are located relative to the progenitor cannot be answered at this stage.
It is possible that we are dealing with a protoplanetary nebula. The fact that the characteristics of the infrared excess of the object suggest emission by silicate grains (cf. Aitken et al. 1979; Scott 1983) and the fact that RY Sct is an IRAS source further support this possibility. An additional argument in favor of this hypothesis is provided by Kwok 's (1990) "infrared sequence in the late stages of stellar evolution".
On the other hand, the broader H and He I absorptions must come from a region where the gas stream is important. The larger width, relative to Si IV and similarly behaved lines, arising from turbulent motions, characterizes this region. The larger eccentricity and smaller amplitude of the velocity curve may be the result of the stream and the gaseous envelope that surrounds the star.
The results suggest that the star that is presently losing mass is the less massive component of the system, the companion displaying a thick disk around it. Therefore, RY Sct is a system in the rapid massloss stage after the mass-ratio reversal has taken place. The question then arises as to whether the sort of protoplanetary nebula displayed would perhaps only be an early episode immediately after the rapid mass-loss stage.
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